
Gather 
Welcome & Announcements | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

Prelude | He is Born, Traditional French Carol | Carol Schmidt

Introit | The Manger Bed, by Virginia Pavelko, Acc. by Ed Jurey | Children's Choir 

*Call to Worship | Advent Wreath Lighting

*Hymn | Response to Advent Wreath Lighting | "Anthem" by Leonard Cohen
Ring the bells that still can ring 
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack, a crack in everything 
That's how the light gets in, That's how the light gets in            

Proclaim God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination | Liturgist

Lessons of Hope
Scripture | Isaiah 9:2-7 | Liturgist

Reading | Come, God-With-Us, by Thom M. Shuman | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

*Hymn | GTG #100 | “Canticle of the Turning”

Lessons of Peace
Call to Confession | Liturgist

Prayer of Confession
We watch for packages to arrive and Christmas cards to be delivered,
 but we do not keep our eyes open for your coming, Approaching God.
We expect our Christmas wish list to be filled,
and for the pile under the tree to grow and grow,
 but we hope you do not expect to transform our lives.
We notice where to find the best bargains,
and what decorations our neighbors have put on their houses,
 but we do not notice the little, the least, the lost, the last
 walking down our streets.

Forgive us, Saving God, for our misplaced priorities.
May we watch for your coming, may we reach out to those in need,
may we wait for hope to come, even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,
arrives to live in our hearts.

Assurance of Forgiveness 
One: The good news is made known to all people:
Christ Jesus was born to save us from our sins.
All: Glory and praise to the only wise God, 
who fills us with healing and hope. Amen.

Reformed worship is
centered around the

Word, both the Word of
scripture and Christ as

the Word Incarnate. 
In worship we gather

around the Word,
engage with the Word,

and respond to the
Word. 

Bold text is read by the
congregation. 

*Please rise 
in body or in spirit. 

You may access the
online order of worship
to follow along on any

digital device:

 

In the presence of a holy
God, we become aware
of the ways we fall short
of God’s best hopes for

us, and the ways we
have hurt others. We turn
to God in prayer, asking

for forgiveness.

Passing of the Peace is
one of the most ancient

responses in worship. We
invite you to share a sign

of peace with your
neighbor.
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+ At this time children
are invited to come
forward to the front
pew for conversation
around our texts for
the week.

Tithes and offerings
may be left in
the offering plate.
Those who prefer to
donate electronically
are invited to donate
through our church
website:

Our congregation has
a practice of staying
seated for the
duration of the
postlude. Feel free to
sing along.

Our worship does not
end with the postlude,
but continues out into
the world, where we
are sent to love and
care for God’s people.

*Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

+Time for Wonder | All is Bright, by Clay Anderson & Natalie Merheb | 
Read by Rev. Kathleen Henrion with Scoring by Carol Schmidt

Hymn | GTG #122, verses 1 and 3 | “Silent Night, Holy Night!”

Lessons of Joy
Scripture | Luke 2:1-14 | Liturgist

Reading | Based on Luke 1:39-53, by Janet Morley | Liturgist

Anthem | Mary, Mary, by Mary Donnelly, Arr. by George Strid | Children's Choir 

Lessons of Love
Scripture | Luke 2:15-20 | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

Reading | Night’s Lodging, by Luci Shaw | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

Anthem | Behold the Child of Promise, Michael Richardson | Chancel Choir

Following the Light of Christ
*Affirmation of Faith | Based on Isaiah 9:2-7
One: We have heard the good news of Christmas. Today God reveals to us the
wonders of divine love, and so we affirm together what we know to be true:
All: For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given. His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,  the
Prince of Peace.

*Hymn | GTG #110 | “Love Has Come”

Words of Offering | Liturgist

Prayer of Dedication | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

*Doxology | GTG #133, v. 1 | “O Come, All Ye Faithful“

Prayers of the People | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation. But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen. 

*Hymn | GTG #134 | “Joy to the World”

*Blessing and Benediction | New Zealand Prayer Book | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

Postlude | GTG #119 | Hark! The Herald Angels Sing | Carol Schmidt

Some Liturgies come from Thom M. Shuman's Lectionary Liturgies:
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/
Passing of the Peace from Lisa’s Liturgies, Greeting of Peace
Advent Prayer for Illumination by Rev. Andy James, 
   First Presbyterian Church of Whitestone, New York.











Healing and Wholeness
Prayers for Jay Kanerva, recovering from a heart ablation procedure.

Prayers for Julie Tighe who lost her friend, Mike, to cancer.

Continued prayers for Randy's brother, Buddy, as he participates in a clinical trial to treat brain cancer.

Continued prayers for Joan's granddaughter, Ellen, and for her Aunt Joan. 

Prayer Requests

Announcements Have a question about an event? An announcement 
to share? Contact the church office at 314-822-2545 

or by e-mail to glendalepres@gmail.com

Vacation Next Week for Pastor Kathleen
Pastor Kathleen will be gone next week,
returning to the office on Tuesday, January
2nd. Rev. Carol DeVaughan will be leading
worship for GPC on December 31st.

Webster-Rock Hill Ministries
Thank you to all who contributed gifts to serve
the families of Webster-Rock Hill Ministries for
Christmas. 

Poinsettias
Contributions made by:

Elaine & Bob Bidstrup in memory of loved ones

Carol Cook in honor of the GPC Family, and in memory of Makala Fritz and Beverly Fritz

Beth Ford in memory of parents, Clyde and Nettie Ford

Chuck & Susan Niesen for the blessings of family

Deb Rose in memory of Bill & Maggie Bauer, Jessica, and in honor of friends and family

Leslen Sanders to the Glory of God

Randy and Hae Jeong Schroeder with prayers for Randy's brother Buddy

Vicki Sorrells to the Glory of God

Memorial Service for Gerry Virgil
Saturday, January 6, 2024, 11:00 am
in Graham Chapel at Washington University

Session Reminder
Saturday, January 6, 3-6 pm
Officer training for the 2024 Session
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Glendale Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy (glpby.org), 
the Synod of Mid America (synodma.org), and the Presbyterian Church (USA) (pcusa.org).

We are members of the Covenant Network, which is working toward a fully inclusive church.

Children & Worship
Children are always welcome in worship. The
"Prayer Ground" is located in the front of the
sanctuary where children are welcome to sit as is
most comfortable to them and to engage with the
materials up there throughout the service. In
addition, the nursery is available for use by small
children and their grown-ups near the Parking Lot
Entry to the church. During the school year, children
are invited to attend Sunday School following
"Opening the Word with Young Disciples."

Worship Bags
All ages are invited to pick up a GPC worship bag in
the Narthex (back of the sanctuary) that has items
to be utilized to enhance their worship experience. 

New Members
New members are received by the Session. If you
are seeking a church home, we invite you to join the
GPC family. Please contact Pastor Kathleen at 314-
944-3334 or pastorhenrion@gmail.com for further
information.

Welcome
Welcome to Glendale Presbyterian Church! We are glad to have you 

join us for worship. If you are new to GPC, it is our prayer that you will
experience the presence of God while you are here. At GPC, we share

God's love through our work and play in our church and community.

Serving the Church
Interested in serving the church in some way? Contact the church office at 

314-822-2545 or by e-mail to glendalepres@gmail.com and we'd love to connect you.

Prayer Request Cards
Blue prayer request cards are available upon entry
to the building, as well as in pews. Please use them
to note any joys or concerns you wish to have lifted
in prayer. Place your prayer request card in the
basket at either entrance to the Sanctuary before
worship begins. If you need to fill it out during the
beginning of worship, feel free to drop your prayer
requests in the basket during the first hymn.
The cards will be shared with the congregation, in
worship, on the video of worship, and in the
newsletter unless otherwise requested on the card.

Pastoral Care
To notify the church of illnesses, hospitalizations, or
deaths; or to pass along a prayer request; or to
arrange for Home Communion, Please contact the
church office at 314-822-2545 or by e-mail to
glendalepres@gmail.com or you are welcome to
contact Kathleen directly via call or text at 314-
944-3334. Or by email at pastorhenrion@gmail.com

Sunday, December 24, 2023, 10am
Liturgist | Paige Stroud

Song Leader | Paige Stroud
Usher | Jaime Krob

Greeter | Debbie Rose
Online Host | Katie Niesen Cook

Counters | Peggy Mayfield
Music Director | Carol Schmidt
Pastor | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

Sunday, December 24, 2023, 5pm
Liturgist | Katie Niesen Cook

Song Leader | Katie Niesen Cook
Usher | Jan Nolen, Kathy Foresman

Greeter | Caroline Chamberlin
Online Host | Matt Krob

Counter | Peggy Mayfield
Communion | Katie Niesen Cook
Music Director | Carol Schmidt
Pastor | Rev. Kathleen Henrion

Sunday, December 31, 2023
Liturgist | Peggy Mayfield

Song Leader | Peggy Mayfield
Usher | Debbie Rose
Greeter | Jan Nolen

Online Host | Katie Niesen Cook
Fellowship | Clarice Fleming

Counter | Peggy Mayfield 
Music Director | Carol Schmidt

Guest Pastor | Rev. Carol DeVaughan


